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ABOUT THE MISSIONS NEWSLETTER

The Missions Newsletter is a bi-monthly newsletter that gives you information, updates and news on what God and you are doing in the Missions Field. It is meant for every leader and member of The Church of Pentecost, and for everybody who would want to read, both Christians and non-Christians. Due to cost of printing, it is distributed mainly online. 

We want to encourage everybody whose email address we have and to whom we send this newsletter to forward it to as many people as possible, both leadership and membership. Please find time to read and encourage others to read also. Area Heads, District Pastors and Presiding Elders are humbly requested to print copies for their congregations. Even if you do not fall within this category but have access to a printer, you can also promote Missions work by printing copies for others. God bless you. 

Editorial

In Acts 1:8, we are told that we “shall receive power” when we receive the Holy Spirit and we shall be His (Jesus’) witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. We thank the Lord that soon after this promise, the fulfillment came in Acts 2 and since then the Holy Spirit has been poured in abundance upon us. 

The Lord has proved Himself faithful to His word. He has fulfilled His part; and, our part is to be His witnesses, that is to say, we are to preach the Gospel for all to come to the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Since we cannot all be witnesses in ‘Jerusalem’, some will have to go to ‘Judea’, others to ‘Samaria’ and others to the ends of the earth; and, while they labour in foreign lands, we (those who remain in ‘Jerusalem’) have to support them through consistent fervent prayers and giving in cash and in kind.

That is why the Church has instituted a monthly prayer day and a monthly missionary offering to support the work of missions. We are reminding ourselves that every first Wednesday of the month is dedicated for prayer for Missions. We can pray about so many things on those days but we should not forget to devote enough time to pray for the missions work of the Church. 

We should also not forget that our monthly missionary offering which is taken on every Communion Sunday is not an ordinary offering but a special one. Since it is taken only once in a month, it is our prayer that each of us would be able to budget a substantial amount every month to support this worthy cause. 

McKeown Missions Week is also observed in March every year to create more awareness about Missions and to raise funds for the work being done in the field. 

May God richly bless you for the commitment you demonstrated in the just recent Missions Week. Continue in this commitment.

PERFORMANCE OF MISSIONARY OFFERING AND McKEOWN MISSIONS WEEK CONTRIBUTIONS

The Missions Office is grateful to all the Nations, Areas, Districts and Locals and their respective Heads and Leaders for the outstanding performance in the monthly missionary offering and McKeown’s Missions Week contributions in the past year. There was a general improvement over the previous years. 

During the year 2008, the highest three contributors of Missionary offering were La Area in Ghana followed by Dansoman and Kaneshie. In terms of percentage performance, Tarkwa Area exceeded its target by 44.6%; Wa by 42.5% and Assin Fosu by 27.5% 

Outside Ghana, the highest three contributors were USA, followed by UK and Italy whereas Belgium was the highest performer in percentage increase by 31.7% followed by Israel (25.3%) and Italy (20.7%).

Again, La, Dansoman and Kaneshie Areas (in that order), were the highest three McKeown Missions Week contributors in Ghana whilst in terms of percentages Argomanya exceeded its target by 62.4%, Tamale by 44.9% and Dansoman by 40.7%. 

In the nations, USA came first, followed by UK and then Italy in actual performance, whilst Spain exceeded its target by 31.7%, Belgium by 25.3% and Italy by 20.7%.

In all, Ghana contributed 75.2% of monthly missionary offering whereas the nations contributed 24.8%. Ghana contributed 49.3% of the McKeown’s Missions Week and the nations contributed 50.7%.

We say God bless you all and believe that the performance in the immediate past McKeown’s Missions Week will be much better than previous years.

 “GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS…”

This is the final instruction and commandment Jesus gave to all His disciples - those with Him then and those of us who were to become His disciples in centuries to come. It was captured by Mark in the 16th chapter and 15th verse of his Gospel. Jesus said this and soon after, He was taken into Heaven.

By the grace of God given to The Church of Pentecost, we have been obedient to this commandment so far, even though we still have so much more to do. And we will not break our faithfulness and loyalty to this covenant; neither will we renege on our effort to enter into more nations of the world.

In this spirit of loyalty, some of the nations in which the Church is established were reached by their neighbours. For instance, USA reached out to some islands in Latin America, namely, Belize, Dominican Republic, El Savador and Trinidad and Tobago; and, the Churches in Madagascar and Central African Republic were established by the Church in South Africa. 

Obedience to Jesus’ command and empathy for souls that need salvation has pushed more nations to mission other nations. Japan is missioning China; Rwanda is sending the Gospel to Uganda; UK is reaching out to the Seychelles Island; Senegal is embarking on missions in Mauritania and Congo Brazzaville is reaching out to Kinshasa, the capital of DR Congo while India is missioning Malaysia.

We trust God for breakthroughs and bumper harvest in these nations; and, while we pray for God’s blessings for those who are charting this course, we believe that other nations will take a cue from this and emulate this laudable venture. 

CHAIRMAN’S AND IMD’S ITINERARIES FOR THE SECOND QUARTER

Chairman

Date

Activity


Nation/Venue

April 9-13
Easter Convention
Ghana

April 19-May 3
Council Meetings

Ghana

May 4 -15
Part Leave

    -

May 21-24
Pastors/Wives Meeting
Tamale

May 28-31
Pastors/Wives Meeting
Bolgatanga

June 10-13
Meeting with Prayer 




Camp Leaders

PUC, Agogo

June 22-29
 Pastors/Wives Meeting
Holland

IMD

April 1-15
Easter Convention
France

April 19-May 3
Council Meetings

Ghana

May 18-24
Visit


Wa Area

June 8-14
Pastors/Wives Conference
Malawi

June 22-29
Pastors/Wives Meeting
Holland

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF THE NATIONS

By the grace of the God of the Harvest, who continues to build His Church; and, by your immense support to Missions, the Missions work continues to thrive. 

Below is the compilation of fruits that were yielded during the year 2008. You have a share in the reward that will be given for these results because your prayers went into it; your money went into it. We pray that God will continue to bless you and that you will never slack in your support to Missions.

	  No
	 DETAILS
	2009
	2008
	VARIANCE

	1
	No. of  Nations
	73
	69
	4

	2
	No. of Districts
	570
	543
	37

	3
	No of Assemblies
	2,929
	2,784
	145

	4
	Adult Membership (13 & above)
	175,761
	163,967
	11,794

	5
	Chn Membership (below 13 yrs)
	69,504
	62,719
	6,783

	6
	Children dedicated
	8,110
	7,027
	1.083

	7
	Rallies/Crusades
	4,386
	3,951
	435

	8
	Souls Won
	30,037
	29,185
	852

	9
	Converts Baptized
	13,732
	14,502
	-770

	10
	Holy Spirit Baptism
	12,956
	12,138
	818

	11
	New Assemblies opened
	211
	246
	-35

	12
	Assemblies closed down
	52
	62
	10

	13
	Elders
	3,663
	3,460
	203

	14
	Deacons
	3,593
	3,411
	182

	15
	Deaconesses
	4,846
	4,508
	336

	16
	No. of Full-time Ministers
	519
	510
	9


ARE YOU USING THE MISSIONS PRAYER CALENDAR? KNOW THE NATIONS WE ARE PRAYING FOR

April



May

Cameroun


Congo DR

Canada



Côte d’Ivoire

Cape Verde


Denmark

Central African Rep.

Dominican Republic

Chad



El-Savador

Congo Brazzaville

Ethiopia






Finland
Watch out for the next edition.

For any information, enquiries, suggestions, comments etc. contact: 

The Editor 

COP Missions Newsletter 

P.O. Box 2194, Accra, Ghana

Tel.: +233 21 760 295 or 020 741 62 77 or 0244 637 819

Email: copmissions@yahoo.co.uk 


Our website will soon be revitalized. 

May God richly bless you for reading this newsletter; for all that you have been doing for the work of God in general and for missions, and even for what you are yet to do. 

Please pass this newsletter on to others.
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